THE 


cAlAe V E L a N D 


MUSEUM OF ART 


PUBLIC RELATIONS OFFICE 
CLEVELAND, OHIO 44106 
TELEPHONE 421-7346 


For release: February 6^ 1973 


MOTHERWELL COLLAGES 
AT CLEVELAND MUSEUM 

Since the invention of collage--the technique of pasting paper and 
other materials into graphically exciting combinations --few artists have 
contributed so much to this form as Robert Motherwell^ whose work in this 
medium opens February 6^ in a major retrospective at The Cleveland Museum 
of Art. 

This special exhibition (free to the public) includes 42 examples 
ranging in date from as early as 1943 to as recently as last year's 
"Grey with Gauloises Blue, Series #30". The exhibition will remain on 
view until February 25. 

Motherwell is the youngest of the original members of the "Abstract- 
Expressionist" group of artists. His background in French philosophy 
and literature made it possible for him to establish close contact with 
many of the European surrealist artists who were in the United States 
during World War II. His admiration for Matisse and other older French 
painters caused him to create some works which were more lyrical and 
elegant than many of the other artists of the New York School. His 
collages have always ranked among his most important work and he has 
continued to make them throughout his career. In the text of the accom- 
panying catalogue, the author, E.A. Carmean praises his accomplishment: 
"Motherwell's singlehanded revitalization and advancement of collage 
through the uncompromising excellence of his work is among the most 


significant achievements in modernist art." 


One of the most important works on display, Mallarme*s Swan (dated 
1944), is owned by The Cleveland Museum of Art; describing the collage, 
Motherwell said, "Modern painting is rooted in the French 'Symbolist' 
esthetic" and this is "an homage, a thanks, an identification...". 

The exHbition has been made possible by a grant from the National 
Endowment for the Arts in Washington. After the Cleveland showing, 
the exhibition will travel to the Wadsworth Atheneum, Hartford, 
Connecticut and the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston. It is accompanied 
by a fully illustrated catalogue with many color plates, priced at 
$5.00. 





